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Kultiir ve Turizm Bakanligi Muste§ar1 Sayin Prof. Dr. Mustafa Isen
Ankara A

Dear Professor Dr. Isen,

The famous scholarly Turcological journal Turkliik Bilgisi Aragtirmalari’ / Journal of
Turkish Studies [TUBA / JTS] was established some 30 ago by Professors Fahir [z and

inasi Tekin. Since that time it has been continuously publishing scholarly articles
written in English and Turkish by many of the major experts in Turkish literatures, as
well as by promising young scholars.

The fact that it is published from Harvard University, one of the best universities in the
world and certainly the most well-known in America, has helped to give it an
international readership and reputation, but it is mainly for the solid value of its contents
that it has gained and enhanced its respect in the field of Turkish studies. It is for this
reason that I have myself chosen to publish eight of my articles in TUBA since its
inception in 1977. ; .
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TUBA has been edited by a remarkable husband-and-wife team of Turcological scholars,
Dr §inasi Tekin and Dr G6nul Tekin, who have always managed to obtain funds to
support its publication. After the untimely and tragic death of Dr. Sinasi Tekin in 2004,
the solid academic future of TUBA will certainly be assured by Goniil Hanim with the
assistance of two distinguished former students of $inasi Bey --- Prof. Dr. Cemal Kafadar
of Harvard University and Prof. Dr. Selim Kuru of the University of Washmgton But it
cannot have an academic future without financial support !

I have been informed that you would like to receive the views of other scholars as to the
value of this academic periodical. It is my opinion that TUBA/jTS is perhaps the most
important and dynamic Turcological journal being published today. It is vital that it
should continue to be a leader in its field.
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What I have written about TUBA applies equally to the remarkable monograph series
Sources of Orental Languages and Literatures: Turkish Sources [SOLL), established by Sinasi
Tekin in 1977. Up to now nearly 70 volumes have been published, many of them “critical

editions” of rare Turkish texts previously unpublished. SOLL is certainly among the best
such series-in-the-world,-and it-owes its great success and prestige to the skill, knowledge
W work of its founders and editors, Sinasi Bey and Gonul Hanim.

In summary, I believe that TfJBA/jTS and SOLL deserve the greatest support, both
moral and financial, so that they may continue to successfully serve the field of Turkish
literature studies and bring it honor.

With great respect,
Yours sincerely,
Eleazar Birnbaum

Professor Emeritus, Turkish Studies
University of Toronto, Canada






